
iNFORMATION FOR THE PRESS 

- .-.~-_.. _ ----.---. -.. 
SHINGTON, 0. C. 

Release - Immediate. 

The Bureau of Biologicy.1 FJrvey no~t offers 

in any season. This appears in a circular, “Calcu1a.t ing Vaterf on1 Abundance 

on the 3asi.s of Banding FLetllr:-is, “‘Just issLed by the U. S. Ee3s.rtzon.t of &;ri- _ 

‘_ 
culture . The auti,or, Frederick C. Lincoln, ar,ssci:i;te bioloiy’ist, L:l,sLs 21.~ -n 

es ti,nstcs OS the relation tl3t exists ‘betwen tile rnmibsr of ducks banded each 

Xr. Lincoln’s method is besed 0% the asszxption tknt, “given a fairly 

acmrnte stzternont shoy;kg the number of nild ducks killed i.c Darth Pz%rica 

in arg one season, tilen the totnl number of ducks present or t,he conti:nent 

for that season may be estimated hy a pr?rczn’-,rigc comput2kion, Szscd upon the 

relation t-at the total n~~qber of banded &icka BiJ.lad during their first 

season as bznd carrit?rs bears to the total I;tm’;or banded. I’ 

“In order to test the theory,~~ a2ys Mr. Lincoln, “it would be necessary 

to obf2.n the r$~olc-hearted coogeratioc of clubs and indivi&wl sports?Jen in 

reporting their ancua.1 blgs. Such figures r.L:ver ::ould be coqlete:, as many 

. j 

birds ‘;7oLld he killed c?;d not reported for ace rexon +r nr,other, but, CS 8 



- & 

coLmpensating factor, many banded. ducks are d.oubtless killed that are not re- 

covered or for various reasons are not repo;-ted. If tksc two misr:in:; f;2ctors 

may be considered to balance each other, t& fi,l;ures obtained vrould be s-jff’i- 

ciently accurate, for practical purposes, to determine the a>yroximate annual 

fluctuation in the numerical strength of North American waterfowl ok;ringz to 

shoo tin&. 

“To assme a case : If in one seas02 5, 000 ducks were banded and yicld- 

ed 630 first-season returns, or 12 pi?r cent, and if in that snmc season the 

number of ducks killed and reported by sportsmen mere about 5,000,3OO, t;lcX 

5,000,OOO aould be equivalent to a?proximatelg 12 per cent of the materfowl 

population of 42,000,OOO for that year. To assume furt:?er: if in the foll.Ow- 

ing season, nnother 5, 000 ~ducks were banLed, and should again yield about 

600 firs t-season return records, but a total kill of 530, GO0 birds fc%r, 

then the total duck population for that year would be about 5?,500,300, or an 

indicated dacraase of 4,500,OOO in the continent21 waterfowl poI3ul.3tion. 

“Althoq<h su.ch figures no~~ld only bc s.pproxim:.tions, tiley :;ro~ld i?,ve 

merit because they would be bzsed on facts that a:near to stand in :L definite 

relationship to each other. \Tith tnc continA>nce of the bandin;; z2rk under 

the direction of the Biolo,;iccil Survey and nith tl;e resulting incrc?..so in 

comg.o,rable data, it should be possible ultir;lo,tely to srrivc at nn averz,ge ?er- 

cant zge tl_at nould serve as a s tandsrd, and in x7i;ich the margin of error y:ould 

be reduced to 3 negligible quantity. It 

Copies of Circular 118-C m.qi be obtaiccd by applying to the O ffice of 

Information, U. S. De:po,rtmElt of &.gricult-Llr6:, ‘jlr-.shingto:1, D. C. 
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